
 
THE CHARTERED SURVEYORS’ GOLFING SOCIETY 

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

HELD AT THE EAST INDIA CLUB 
at 11.30 am on Thursday 8th January 2015  

 
 
1. PRESENT 
 

The Captain and Chairman Simon Seymour-Taylor The Vice-Captain  
Ian Ditchfield, the Vice-President John Trumper, the Hon. Treasurer Colin 
Searle, the Hon. Accounts Examiner Michael Coates, the Hon. Secretary 
Andrew Rintoul and Messrs Adams, Aspery, Aspey, F Balch, Cunningham, 
Dent, Fisher, Gill, Hacking, Higham, Keenan,  Laurie, March, McAllister, 
Rice, Rose, Sheridan, Sykes, Webb and Wrigley. The Captain welcomed 
everyone particularly those who had travelled some distance.. 

 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Received from Messrs Ambrose, R Davis, Desson, T Edwards, Hallett, 
Hamilton, Jamie, McIndoe, K Thompson, G Stewart, Tuck and Ward. 
  

3. MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th January 2014 had been circulated 
and/or tabled and were proposed and seconded for approval by Messrs Webb 
and March. They were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 
4. MATTERS ARISING 
 

The only matter not covered by the Agenda was Item 11- how to improve 
attendances at meetings. The Hon. Secretary repeated what he had said at the 
Committee Meeting and agreed to investigate the possibility of getting some 
editorial with the RICS Journal and the Estates Gazette. Subsequent to the 
meeting John Keenan very kindly agreed to become the Society’s Press 
Officer and the Hon. Secretary will liaise with him on how to proceed. 
  

5. ACCOUNTS 
 

The Hon. Treasurer took the meeting through his Accounts for the year to 31st 
October 2014. Income had increased by £3,578.00 due to the increase in the 
subscription to £25.00 and the profit from the National Meetings including the 
Dinner of £1,375.00 compared to the loss of £533.00 the previous year. Costs 
had increased by £3,412.00 mainly due to the £3,622.00 to replenish the tie 
stock. The Society made a small loss of £80.00 but the Hon. Treasurer 
envisaged a profit in 2015. The Treasurer’s Account stood at £3,443.00 and 
the sale value of ties in stock was £5,220.00. The Hon. Secretary confirmed 
that the grants to Sections this year will be increased by a total of £500.00 to 
£3,500.00 and, dependant upon how many younger members that are due to 



pay the subscription for the first time this year do renew their membership the 
Society may be able to increase that still further. Peter Higham requested 
clarification on whether or not the Treasurer’s account included the finances 
of the Sections and the Hon. Secretary confirmed it did not.  There being no 
further questions the accounts were formally adopted and signed by the 
Captain and the Hon. Treasurer having been proposed and seconded by John 
Keenan and Gilbert Adams respectively. 
 

6. CAPTAIN’S REPORT 
 

The Captain said that he was honoured to have been Captain of the Society 
and he had very much enjoyed his year. He thanked Gilbert Adams for 
sponsoring the Society so the AGM could be held at his Club. The Captain 
also thanked all the Officers as well as the Section Captains and Hon. 
Secretaries for all their hard work during the year and for making him most 
welcome wherever he had travelled. The Captain’s v President’s Match at 
Aldeburgh was memorable in many ways not least the glorious weather and he 
thanked John Trumper for leading the President’s team and accepting defeat 
so gracefully.  
  
The Captain then handed over the Chair to Ian Ditchfield who thanked the 
immediate past Captain for all he had done during a most successful year and 
to rapturous applause  

 
7. OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 2014 

 
The Captain advised the meeting that the appointment of a Vice-Captain for 
2015 was ‘work in progress’. He then put to the meeting en bloc the election 
of the all the Officers of the Society as tabled, the Committee members Derek 
Hannam, John Keenan and Niall Sheridan, Iain Jamie having retired by 
rotation, all of whom were proposed and seconded by Iain Laurie and Follett 
Balch respectively.   

 
8. MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Hon. Secretary confirmed that the membership during 2014 had increased  
to 514 from 502 the previous year. There were 74 new and re-joining members 
during the year and 18% of the total membership was under 35. There had 
been 32 resignations during the year, 23 memberships had lapsed due to the 
non payment of the subscription and 7 members had sadly passed away, 3 of 
whom were past Captains of the Society :- 
 
Andrew Froude who was 78 and Captain of the Society in 1990 
George Glass who was 87 and Captain in 1985 and 
Ian Fitzsimon who was 71 and Captain of the Society in 1994. He was Captain 
of the Scottish Section in 1985 and Hon. Secretary of the Scottish Section  
from 1987 to 1996.  
 
All seven Members will be greatly missed. 

 



9. ANNUAL DINNER 
 

The Hon. Secretary reported that the 101st Annual Dinner was a success at the 
new venue of the Royal Thames Yacht Club which was generally viewed to be 
a considerable improvement on the RAC. 92 members and their guests 
attended the Dinner which will be held at the same venue this year on 
Thursday 26th February at the unchanged cost of £70.00 per head. The Captain 
confirmed that his speakers at the Dinner will be Nick Ellis who is on the 
Rules Committee of the R & A and Hugh Wilkinson who is a surveyor and 
will be well known to many members. 
 
  

10. 2014 NATIONAL MATCH RESULTS AND THE 2015 PROGRAMME 
 

The results were noted and although there were fewer wins most of the 
matches were very closely contested. The Programme was approved. The 
Hon. Secretary advised that the Autumn Meeting was still to be arranged and 
he recommended Blackwell as a venue and hoped that more members would 
attend that meeting this year. The Mixed Meeting will be at Porters Park in 
Hertfordshire. 
  
 

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

i) The Hon. Secretary advised the meeting that Trevor Shepherd was resigning  
      as Hon. Secretary of the Wessex Section after 6 years in the post He thanked 
      Trevor for all he had done and he also thanked John McAllister who had 
      kindly agreed to take over the position for 2-3 years.  

             
Roger Webb was also loosening the reins on the BB&O Section of which he 
had been Hon. Secretary for 11 years. The Hon. Secretary thanked him very  
much indeed on behalf of the whole Society for such sterling work and in  
recognition he confirmed that Roger had been made an Hon. Life Member of 
the Society at the BB&O AGM at Huntercombe in September which the 
meeting whole heartedly endorsed. Keith Thompson has kindly agreed to take 
over as Hon. Secretary of the BB&O Section. 
 

ii) David Gill advised the meeting that as he was on the General UK and Ireland 
Committee of the RICS and as such he hoped to be able to get the right    
contacts for greater publicity of the Society. He suggested that we might 
consider a proportion of the Society revenue being channelled to the 
Benevolent Fund which could improve communication with the RICS and 
which the Hon. Secretary will consider further. 

 
iii)  Peter Higham suggested that it may be possible to connect with the RICS 
       member database to promote the existence of the Society and it was agreed to 
       look into this. 

   
 

 



 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 12.20 pm 

 
 
 
 
     Signed……………………………… 
 
 
 
     Dated………………………………    
 


